
SHACKLE
A shackle is a U-shaped steel connector with holes drilled into the ends for

receiving a removable pin or bolt. Shackles are commonly used to connect the

slings or load to the material handling equipment, such as a winch or crane block

hook.

ANCHOR SHACKLE
A shackle that has a more rounded bow shape and can be used to collect multiple

legged slings.

BOLT-TYPE SHACKLE
Can be used in any application where round pin or screw pin shackles are used. In

addition, they are recommended for permanent or long term installations and where

the load may slide on the shackle pin causing the pin to rotate. The bolt-type

shackle's secondary securement system, utilizing a nut and cotter, eliminates the

requirement to tighten pin before each lift or movement of load.

CHAIN SHACKLE
Also known as D shackles, chain shackles have a more narrow bow that is similar

in shape to a chain link. Chain shackles are used most frequently in single leg sling

material handling applications.

ROUND PIN SHACKLE
Can be used in tie down, towing, suspension or lifting applications where the load is

strictly applied in-line. Round pin shackles should never be used in rigging

applications to gather multiple sling legs, or where side loading conditions may

occur.

SCREW PIN SHACKLE
Are used in Pick and Place* applications. For permanent or long-term installations,

bolt-type shackles are recommended. Screw pin shackles can be used for

applications involving side-loading circumstances. Reduced working load limits are

required for side-loading applications. While in service, do not allow the screw pin

to be rotated by a live line, such as a choker application.

*Pick (move) a load and place as required. Tighten screw pin before each pick.

WIDE BODY SHACKLE
Wide body shackles are a specific type of anchor shackle featuring a much wider

bow shape. The wider shape provides several advantages for heavy lifting

applications, including a significant percentage gain in sling bearing surface, which

eliminates the need for a thimble. In addition, wide body shackles increase the

usable sling strength, which greatly improves the overall life of wire rope slings.
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BOW
A term that refers to the U-shaped body of the shackle.

SIDE LOADING
When the shackle bow is subjected to a force not perpendicular to the shackle pin (non vertical).

*NEVER SIDE LOAD A ROUND PIN SHACKLE. Manufacturer must approve side loading.

TRACEABILITY CODE
An identification code used to record the material grade and origin. This record should trace the

material to the heat lot of the material of steel, as rolled at the supply mill.

WORKING LOAD LIMIT
The maximum mass or force which the product is authorized to support in general service when the

pull is applied in-line, unless noted otherwise, with respect to the centerline of the product. THis term

is used interchangeably with the following terms: WLL, Rated Load Value, Resultant Working Load.
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